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“A state-of-the-art Oncology unit has
recent ly opened at Melomed
Gatesville.”

“I’m excited about the launch of
the oncology unit. I really think
there’s a definite need for this type of
facility for our patients and the estab-
lishment of such a unit in Gatesville
has been long overdue,” said Dr
Imran Parker, resident oncologist and
head of the unit.

“The oncology unit is one of the
best I’ve seen. I’ve been around to
medical centres in different areas and
this is one of the best,” said Dr Imran
Parker.

Chemotherapy

The facility caters for the hemo-
therapy needs of patients with breast,
colon cancers, and lymphomas. 

“Any chemotherapy we need to
administer can be done if need
be,” said Imran.

The oncology unit features eight
workstations for chemotherapy
patients, two beds, sluice rooms and
a laminar flow unit where chemother-
apy medicines are prepared by in-
house pharmacists in a way that pro-
tects patients and medical staff from
exposure to highly toxic fumes.

The unit also showcases expansive
views of Table Mountain, making this
one of the most therapeutic features
of the unit. 

“Administering chemotherapy is
an outpatient procedure and your
patients need to be really comfortable
during treatment or be in an environ-
ment where they feel very relaxed

and where they won’t be stressed
further – the oncology unit has defi-
nitely achieved that.”

“What I like about the set-up is
that patients have got recourse to pri-
vacy if they want to remain private
but if they want to interact with one
another they’re most welcome to do
that too. Each patient has their own
Lazy Boy with side trolley, their own
flat-screen, state-of-the-art monitor-
ing systems and nursing station.”

Cancer
The oncology unit comes at a cru-

cial time for patients with cancer in
the community, especially as many of
them previously had to be transferred
out of the area to be treated at other
hospitals.

“Whenever a unit was full they
had to be transferred somewhere
else. A lot of patients had to travel to
the northern suburbs. This was irre-
spective of whether they had access
to a private doctor, who in many
cases could only see a limited num-
ber of clients due to increased patient
volumes,” said Randal Pedro,
Melomed’s PR and Marketing Man-
ager.

Launch

“Our feasibility studies confirmed
that there was definitely a need for an
oncology service, which was the rea-
son for our application to render such
a service in this community. With the
launch of the new unit, we’re making
sure that we’re bringing oncology
services closer to the patients as

many don’t have access to private
vehicles and are reliant on public
transport. Because chemotherapy is
very intense and often has severe side
effects we wanted to provide the serv-
ice to patients in an environment that
they are used to minimise the dis-
tances they need to travel. One of the
first patients at the unit lives in 
Kewtown and she’s happy coming
here and feels much better seen to.”

Support

Future developments and plans
for the oncology unit are to introduce
weekly multi-disciplinary academic
meetings to discuss solutions to prob-
lem cases which will benefit patients
in the long run. There are also plans
to launch a support group for cancer
patients and families. “We have seen
the need to make sure that patients
are not just educated about the treat-
ment they are receiving but that their 
family members also need to know
about their diet plan’s and how to
cope with certain behavioural and
emotional changes. From our side
we’ll make sure their families have
access to professional support from
psychologists and psychiatrists to
occupational therapist,” said Imran.

Dr Imran Parker qualified with a
Bachelors of Medicine in 2002.

He started specializing in 2005 at
Groote Schuur Hospital in conjunc-
tion with UCT.

He completed his special ist
degree in 2009 and has been running
the Breast Cancer Clinic at Groote
Schuur for the past two years.

RANGE OF SERVICES: The facility caters for the chemotherapy needs of patients with breast
and colon cancers, and lymphomas.

‘Our feasibility studies confirmed that there
was definitely a need for an oncology service,
hence our application to render such a service

in this community.’
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